AMerica's Reaction to Prohibition

Instructions

1. Please read and analyze either Document 1 or Document 2 while keeping the following
question in mind:
How did America react to Prohibition?

2. Gather into groups based on which document you read and search online for images which
you feel represent America's reaction to Prohibition.
e Make sure to number your images and record which search terms you used on
the back of this page (use at least 3)

3. Each group should pick 1 image per person and copy and paste it to their group PowerPoint
Slide (make sure you cite where you got your images from on the second PowerPoint slide!)

Slide 1

Slide 2

Picture 1: www.example.com
Picture 2: www.pictures.org
Picture 3: www.images.net

4. Take a few minutes describe which image you chose and write why you feel that image
represents America's reaction to prohibition (do this on the back of this sheet)



http://www.example.com/
http://www.pictures.org/
http://www.images.net/

List the terms your group used to search for images below:

Describe which image you chose:

Write why you feel that image represents America's reaction to prohibition:
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Apparent Consumption 1850-1983
U.S. Consumption of Beverage Alcohol
|U.S. Apparent Consumption of the Drinking Age Population in Gallons per Year, 1850-1983
|
‘ ‘ N . ‘ All
Beer Spirits Wine Beverages
| Year |Volume |Ethanol |Volume |Ethanol |Volume |Ethanol |Ethanol
11850 | 27| 014 417 188 046| 0.3 2.05
11860 | 539 027 479 216 057 0.1 2.53
11870 | 873 044 34| 153 053 0.1 2.07
11871-80 | 1126 056 227 102 077 0.4 1.72
11881-90 | 1794 09| 212 095 0.76| 0.14 1.99
11891-95 | 2342 117 212 095 06| 0.1 2.23
11896-1900 | 2372 119 172 077 055 0.1 2.06
11901-05 | 262 131 211 095 071 0.3 2.39
11906-10 | 2927 147 214 096 092| 0.17| 2.6
11911-15 | 2953 148 209 094 0.79| 0.14| 2.56
11916-19 | 2163 108 168 076 069 0.12 1.96
11934 | 1358 061 064 029 036 007 0.970
11935 | 1513 0.68| 096 042 05| 0.09] 1.200
11936 | 1753 079 12| 059 064 0.12] 1.500
11937 | 1821 082 143 064 071 013 1.590
11938 | 1658 075 132 059 07| 013 1.470
11939 | 1677 075 138 062 0.79| 0.14 1.510
11940 | 1629 0.73| 143 067 094 0.6 1.560
11941 | 1797 o081 158 071 1.02| 0.8 1.700
11942 |20 09 189 085 111 022 1.970
11943 | 2226 1) 146 066 094 017 1.830
11944 | 2522 1.13] 1, 076 103 0.18] 2.070
11945 | 2597 117| 195/ 088 113 02| 2.250
11946 | 2375 107 22| 099 134| 024 2300
11947 | 2456 111/ 169 076 ~ 09| 0.16 2.030
11948 | 2377 107 156/ 07| 111 02| 1.970
11949 | 2348 106 155 07 121| 022 1.980
11950 | 2321 1.04| 172 077 127 023 2.040
11951 | 2292 103 173 078 113| 0.2 2.010
11952 | 232 104 163 073 122 021 1.980
11953 | 2304 104 17| 077 119 02| 2.010
11954 | 2241 101 166 074 121| 021 1.960
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11955 | 2239 101 171 077 125| 022 2.000
11956 | 2218 1) 131 o081 127 022 2.030
11957 | 2144 097 177 08 126| 022 1.990
11958 | 2135 096 177 08 127 022 1.980
11959 | 2215 1/ 186 084 128 022 2.060
11960 | 2195 099 19| 086 132| 022 2.070
11961 | 2147 097 191 086 136| 023 2.050
11962 | 2198 099 199 09 132 022 2.110
11963 | 2251 101 202 091 137 023 2.150
11964 | 2308 1.04| 201 095 141 0.4 2.230
11965 | 23.07 104 221 099 142| 024 2.270
11966 | 2352 106 226 1.02 14| 024 2320
11967 | 2381 107 234 105 146| 025 2.370
11968 | 2433 109 244 11 151 026 2.450
11969 | 249 112| 251 113 162 0.26] 2.510
11970 | 2523 114 248 111 171 027 2.520
11971 | 2563 115 25 117 193] 031 2.590
11972 | 2591 117 252 109 21| 03] 2.560
11973 | 2677 12| 257 11, 213| 031] 2.670
11974 | 2775 125| 259 111 213 031 2.670
11975 | 2809 126 258 111 222| 032 2.700
11976 | 2814 127 256 11, 223| 032 2.690
11977 | 2872 129 257 106 228| 029 2.650
11978 | 2944 132 261 107 24| 031 2.710
11979 | 3039 137| 258 106, 248 032 2.750
11980 | 3059 138 253 1.04 263| 034 2.760
11981 | 3091 139 249 102 272 035 2.760
11982 | 3077 138 239 098 276| 036 2.720
11983 | 3047 137 233 096 28| 036 2.690

(Volume is expressed in gallons)

|These data are taken from:

|U.S. Alcohol Epidemiologic Data Reference Manual

|(Vol. 1, Rockville, Md. : U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services,

|Public Health Service, Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Administration,

|National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, 1985):6

http://prohibition.osu.edu/brewing/consumption.cfm
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| Bypassing the Law

On January 16, 1920, national
prohibition took effect. Those who
still wanted to imbibe, which was

a large portion of thé population,
were already looking for ways
around the law. For the wealthy, it
was fairly easy — they bought up as
much wine, beer, and spirits as they
could while it was still legal and
stored it in their cellars in prepara-
tion for the dry spell. Those who
didn’t have access to such funds had
to be a bit more creative,

Under prohibition, the manufac-
ture of industrial alcohol for use in
such products as paint was still Jegal,
but it had to be denatured, or made
undrinkable by the use of additives.
During the early years of prohibi-
tion, diverted industrial alcohol was
one of the major sources of illegal
liquor. Bootleggers attempted to
recover drinkable alcohol by remov-
ing the additives; they then added
coloring and flavorings and sold it as
gin or whiskey. The danger was
that, in an attempt to cut corners or
speed up the process, the additives
would not all be removed, leaving
the alcohol indigestible or even
poisonous.

People also took advantage of

other loopholes in the Eighteenth
Amendment. Under the law, brew-
eries were allowed to make beer,
remove the alcohol content, and
then sell it as “near beer.” To
replace the punch that the near beer
had lost, speakeasy operators added
grain alcohol, and the product was
then known as “needled beer.” One

of the only segments of society

allowed legal access to alcohol was
doctors, who could prescribe it for
medicinal purposes. Some doctors
found it quite lucrative to write
such prescriptions for their thirsty
patients, though so-called “drug-
store speakeasies” were not a major

source of lquor. .
5
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As prohibition wore on, enter-
prising Americans became more
adept at making their own beer,
wine, and spirits. Illicit stills were
already a part of life in the
Appalachian Mountains, but during
prohibition, those stills turned out
more moonshine than ever before,
with names “White
Lightning” that hint at their potency.
The process was cheap, quick, and
easy to conceal in the rural country-
side. Recipes for bathtub gin were
also passed around, though most peo-

such as

ple actually mixed it in jugs rather

than in their bathtubs.

‘Smugglers were major supplier of
illegal alcohol, with two-thirds of
their inventory coming from Canada.
The long border between the United
States and its neighbor to the north
was impossible to seal, and bootleg-
gers found 1t relatively easy to travel
the back roads to pick up valuable
Canadian whiskey. Until 1930, when
the Canadian government began
cracking down on smugglers, prohi-
bition was a boon to that country’s
economy.

The other third of smuggled
alcohol came from the sea. Large ves-
sels sailed to the Bahamas, the West
Indies, and other islands loaded up
with cases of liquor; and then sailed
to an area just outside of American
territorial waters off the coasts of big
cities such as New York and Boston.
Stationed in “Rum Row,” they sold
their contraband to bootleggers who
pulled up in speedy motor boats and
then zoomed off, hoping to dodge
the Coast Guard. While many
bootleggers regularly passed off
low quality liquor as premium
brands with the use of false labels, a
smuggler named Bill McCoy was
known for selling only genuine:
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Scotch whiskey, imported from |
Nassau. His wares gave birth to the
expression, “the real McCoy.”

With so much bad liquor going .
around, access to 2 good, reliable |

" bootlegger became a valuable asset
and even a status symbol. When the
wealthy wanted to drink socially, |

- they could have quality liquor deliv- |
ered to their homes to serve at cock-
tail parties. But most people could
not afford such luxuries or safety. For
the middle class and those seeking a
little more excitement, there were
speakeasies, usually tucked away in
back rooms or basements of build-
ings. In 1929, there were an estimat-
ed thirty-two thousand speakeasies in
New York City alone. The modest
estimate for the entire country was
219,000. To gain entry, patrons had
to make it past a guard stationed at
the locked door who peered through
a slot to check for recognizable faces
or membership cards. The lure was
not so much the expensive liquor
and obviously not the mediocre
food, but the atmosphere of forbid-
den fun. The famous speakeasy
owner Tex Guinan was not far off
when she greeted her customers with
a call of “Hello, suckers!”

Nightclubs also flourished under |
prohibition. In addition to food and
liquor, they offered entertainment,
often including elaborate floor shows.
Many nightclubs were run by gang- |
sters who had enough influence that
they didn’t have to fear being raided.
An evening at a nightclub could be
quite expensive. On the other end of |
the economic scale, the working class
drank at illegal saloons known as.
blind pigs. The alcohol served there |
was not only cheap but often danger-
ous, and those who imbibed risked
blindness or even death.

, b
ntury. InJ McDonnell. New york: Marshall Cavendis
entury. in J.

McDonnell, J. (1995). America in the 20th C
Corporation, pages 395-397.
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